XCIX.
RECONSTITUTION OF THE ORDER AND INITIATION OF DISCIPLES.
It goes without saying that the main interest of the Swami's stay in Calcutta centred round the monastery which was then located at Alumbazar near Dakshineswar. No words can describe the joy of the monks of Ramakrishna when they found "their beloved Noren" again in their midst after many years of separation. Memories of the olden days were revived. The days with the Master and the innumerable experiences of t\\t farivrdjaka life of each were recalled ; and the Swami entertained his gurubhdis and the bhaktas of the Lord with hundreds of tales and episodes of his life and work in "the dim and distant West." He liberalised their social notions, bit by bit, making them accept his European disciples in the Brotherhood. In the beginning most of them were extremely orthodox and diffident as to mixing with the Westerners. Gradually this was overcome, and the Swami had the satisfaction of seeing his gurubhais entertaining his disciples from across the seas as their kith and kin. Finally, all scrupulousness was overcome, and the Brethren, realising that the Westerners were Westerners in name only and had really become Hinduised, aye, Brahmanised, even ate with those whom they as orthodoxists had previously regarded as "Mlechchhas."
The life of the Swami Vivekananda was, indeed, a chain of triumphs. But the greatest of his triumphs was the converting of his gurubhdis from an individualistic outlook on religion to his nationalising ideas of religious life in which public spirit and service to fellowmen occupied a prominent place. Formerly the ideal of the Math Brothers was, mainly, the striving for personal Mukti and Realisation of the Supreme Atman by severe Tapas and meditation, remaining as much
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